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THE BALLET GIRL. 


We have purposely abstained from making 
any remark whatever upon the sad disclosures 
recently made at the Lambeth Police Station 
by Jane Newell and her mother. We can 
scarcely say a word in sympathy with the 
girl, as one or two of our contemporaries have 
done ; but most certainly we will not rebuke 
her with any caustic remarks now. Her 
reputation is rendered worthless, and her 
future prospects (so far as the stage is con- 
cerned) are ruined; for no prudent manager, 
be he ever so great a philanthropist, will now 
offer Jane Newell an engagement. The 
wide circulation which was given to her 
mysterious disappearance enlisted the sym- 
pathy of many, and the assistance of not a 
few. The tale told by the weeping mother 
seemed very plausible, but it struck us there 
was something too much of it, and, like 
Hamlet when closeted with his mother, we 
smelt ‘a rat” behind the arras, We were, 
therefore, not frighted quite so much “ from 
our propriety” as some persons were, when 
in due course the ballet girl’s return and the 


accompanying sad disclosures were announced 
in the papers. 

But these were not the actual points we 
intended to touch upon in these few remarks. 
The Purist—always on the alert to pick a 








hole in the coat of Melpomene, Thalia, or 
Terpsichore—and a certain portion of the 
‘‘ quiet” inanimate public have pointed to the 
case, and whined out in pitiful strain, “ Ah ! 
they’re all alike—the followers of the stage 
are immoral, and the stage itselfis!” In some 
instances—as in this case of Jane Newell— 
we grant its members are, just precisely by 
the same rule that portions of the public in 
every phase and grade of life are also. But 
this fact is most staunch—that ‘two blacks 
do not make one white.” As has been well 
observed by more than one of our contem- 
poraries, the greatest wonder is—when the low 
salaries (in some cases amounting to no more 
than 9s. per week) paid to the ladies of the 
corps de ballet are taken into economic con- 
sideration—that ballet girls in general resist 
the many temptations they do. It is a proof 
of the most innate virtue and chastity which 
pervades a class of English women who are not 
very generally allowed to possess any purity 
at all! Jane Newell is not a type of the 
devotees to Terpsichore, and we say it most 
emphatically. We should not pass over the 
honourable fact which the Era has promul- 
gated to the world—viz., that Mr. Charles 
Kean pays one guinea a week to the lowest 
ballet girl in his employ. Would this could 
be said of every manager ; if so, we venture 
to say that vice would seldom or ever exhibit 
itself under the banner of the glorious English 
drama, or any of its auxiliaries. When 
pinching hunger and the absolute want of 
common raiment is added to hard work, late 
hours, and the most extreme lassitude—if the 
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badly-remunerated ballet girl, instead of wend- 
ing her way to her empty garret, of which 
she may be only part owner, strays out of 
the virtuous course, and secures the luxuries 
and the pleasures of life, as well as friends 
and flatterers, whereas if she continued the 
exercise of her profession she would be the 
common scoff of society outside the play- 
house, and the half-starved tenant of a pitiless 
home, it is not to be wondered at. This 
should be “ reformed altogether.” The ballet 
girl is not to blame ! 





THEATRES. 

Drury Lane.—There has not been any 
alteration of the pieces at this house since 
our last. The farce called ‘“‘The Latest 
from New York,” in which Mr. and Mrs. 


Barney Williams are so clever, goes down 
nightly with immense applause, and the 
pantomime succeeds beyond all expectation. 
There has been a meeting of the share- 
holders of the theatre, and a vote of thanks 
passed to Mr. Smith, the lessee, for his ad- 
mirable management.—At the HAYMARKET 
Miss Sedgwick has been drawing large audi- 
ences. Her acting as Constance in the pla 

of the “ Love Chase” is unrivalled.—At the 
ADELPHI there has been a variety of pieces 
played to excellent houses ; and we are glad 
to see the very amusing drama of Mr. C. 
Selby’s brought forward, “The Last of the 
Pig Tails.”—The proprietor of the Lyceum 
has re-engaged Madame Celeste ; and several 
new pieces are on the stocks ready to be 
launched, as the burlesque will be with- 
drawn in a few days.—The Otympic is 
crowded nightly, and Robson is seen to great 
advantage in the extravaganza of “‘ Mazzeppa.” 
—The Srranp can boast of full audiences, 
and the best burlesque that has been written 
for years.— At the GRECIAN a new drama 
entitled “ Catherine Howard,” from the pen 
of Mr. G. Conquest, is very attractive. The 
character of the ill-fated Catherine was im- 
pressively played by Miss Jane Coveney, 
while the jealous and cruel Henry VIII. 
found an excellent representative in Mr. 
Henry Sinclair. Mr. T. Mead personated 
the sombre Ethelwold, who pursues his 
faithless wife to the scaffold, and rendered 
full justice to the part. Mr. Conquest has 
made a judicious alteration in the denouement 
of the French drama, in which Ethelwold 


acts as the masked executioner of his wife 





| Catherine, by causing him to forego his 
| vengeance at the last moment, and plunge a 
dagger in his own breast, rather than com- 
plete the terrible task he has undertaken. 
There is some good scenery by Mr. 
Smithers, and the piece has been placed 
on the stage with much taste and care, The 
|comic pantomime of “Guy Faux,” which 
| has drawn crowded houses since Christmas, 
still maintains its deserved popularity. 


ROYAL ENGLISH OPERA, COVENT GARDEN. 
The announcement of the safe accouch- 
ment of the Princess Frederick William, 
made by Mr. W. Harrison, was received 
with tumultuous demonstrations of loyalty. 
An impromptu verse by Mr. Stirling, sang 
on the occasion by Miss Louisa Pyne in the 
National Anthem, was well appreciated : 
“Hail this auspicious morn, 
To Prussia’s Throne is born 
A Royal Heir— 
May he defend its laws, 
Joined with Old England’s cause, 
Thus win all men’s applause— 
God save the Queen !” 


ASTLEY’S. 
A new piece, called “The Gipsy Girl of 
Madrid ;” or, “ The Edict of Spain,” was 


produced here last week with great care, skill, 
and splendour, with equestrian additions. It 
is a version of “Don Cesar de Bazan,” and 
is placed upon the stage in a manner which 
reflects the highest credit upon the manage- 
ment. The dresses are gorgeous, the scenery 
good, and the acting admirable—the latter in 
particular as regards Mr. R. Phillips, as Don 
Cesar de Bazan,” who acts with great energy 
and discernment. He is quite at home as 
the Don, and is much cheered by the au- 
dience. This gentleman is a great addition 
to Mr. Cooke’s corps dramatique, which now 
hold an enviable position in comparison with 
many of our metropolitan theatres. “Charles 
the Second” is played by Mr. G. B. Herbert, 
from the Strand. With all the majesty re- 
quired for the character, he is a good actor 
and clever scenic artisie. Mr. Mark Howard, 
as Don Jose, and Mr. J. W. Anson, as the 
Marquis de Montefore, enact their parts ad- 
mirably. Miss Dowton is the Maritana, and 
Miss Julia Weston Lazarilla. A few words 
about the latter. This lady possesses a 
greater range of talent in acting than many 
| can boast of. We have seen her at this 





house as Lady Anne in “ Richard ITI.,” 
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singing chambermaid, and as Columbine, all | the character extremely well ; and we think 
ably delineated. The equestrian effects add | it the best bit of acting we have seen him do. 


to the majesty of the production. 
scenes in the circle are, as usual, of the first- | 
class horsemanship, with many additions | 
and the return of old favourites. The pan- | 
tomime continues triumphantly successful. It 

is one of the best in London; and as regards 

Mr. H. Forrest as a Clown, he has not an 

equal for the number of his performances in 

that character. His dancing, fiddling, stilt- 

dancing, tumbling, and jumping are first-rate. 

Hemmings is the nimble Harlequin; Morley, 

Pantaloon ; and the actress of all-work, Miss 

Julia Weston, the excellent Columbine. The 

magnificent scenery is by Mr. E. B. Herbert 
and assistants. 








BASS’S ROOMS. 

The new: company at these rooms, calling 
themselves the Printers’ Dramatic Society, 
played “Hamlet,” on Tuesday, the 25th 
inst. We shall commence our observations 
with the gentleman who played Claudius, a 
part which requires to be well read as well 
as acted. Mr. Looker was somewhat defi- 
cient in these respects. There was a want of 
dignity and ease, and his crown seemed to sit 
heavy on his brow. He has a good voice 
and features for the part, and would have 
played to more advantage if he had taken 
more time in his delivery. However, he 
played it as well as amateurs do generally. 

r. A. H. Lacy, as the noble Dane, played 
in the first two acts with much ability. His 
readings for the most part were correct, but 
as he proceeded he became very monotonous, 
and there was a want of fire and energy, par- 
ticularly in the play scene ; and he spoke so 
low that at times he was quite inaudible. 
This was very observable in the scene with 
the Ghost. His conception of the author 
was very good, and he never descended to 
rant. We need not tell him he set himself a 
heavy task to undertake so difficult a charac- 
ter ; and it is pleasing to us to be enabled to 
say, upon the whole, he acquitted himself very 
creditably ; but had we time, we could point 
out passages where we think he would im- 
prove his acting to advantage. The Polonius 
of Mr. Wright was not made old enough. 
He delivered the text with point and judg- 
ment, and got through very well. Mr. 8. 
Mason had the Ghost allotted to him, and 
acquitted himself in a masterly manner. His 
deep, hollow, sepulchral voice accorded with 


The | The theatre was so crowded and hot that we 


could not witness the grave-digging scene, 

which we very much regret. Miss Montague 

looked dignified as the Queen. We wish 

she would pourtray a little more variation in 

her countenance, according to the various 

readings. Miss Mays would do much better 

to confine herself to comedy parts. Ophelia 

is not suited to her ability. The drama of 
“The Rent Day” followed, in which Mr. 

Frederick sustained the character of Martin 

Heywood with great ability. His stern hatred 

to the steward, and his deep affection for his 

wife and children were all depicted with a 
master mind. The only drawback was his 
dress, which was more like a costermonger’s 
than a farmer’s. It was a most praiseworthy 
piece of acting. Mr. G, Porter was also 
very good as Toby. He acted with spirit 
and vivacity, and was well up in the part. 
He was very badly supported by Mr. James, 
who did not know a line of the part of Old 
Crumbs. Mr. Mason did not please us as 
Silver Jack. He spoke anything but what 
the author set down for him, and quite forgot 
to read the handbill for the reward of John 
Harris. As the manager of the Club, a 
better example should be put in practice. 
Mr. Jones, as Hissop, was all that was re- 
quired ; and Mr. Howard displayed a vein of 
comic humour in the part of Bullfrog. Miss 
Montague sustained Rachel Heywood with 
ability. It is a part well suited to her, and 
she did it justice ; and Miss Mays was happy 
in the character of Polly Briggs. We left at 
half-past twelve, and the drama was not half 
over. The room was crowded to an un- 
pleasant degree. 





Lonpon Mecuanics’ Institution.—His Grace 
the Duke of Bedford has sent £100 towards the 
funds collecting at the Messrs. Ransom’s and Co., 
on behalf of this institution. At the annual 
meeting of the Liverpool Institute, the sum of £50 
was voted from the surplus income towards the 
Donative Fund now raising to re-found and endow 
the London Mechanics’ Institution. 

Garrick Taratre.—Mrs. Brougham will open 
| this theatre on Saturday next, fora regular season, 
| with the praiseworthy intention of raising the 
performances at this pretty minor house to the 
same standard of excellence that the late Mrs. 
Warner achieved for Marylebone. For this pur- 
pose a full and efficient company, mostly com- 
posed of provincial favourites, has been engaged. 








From this lady’s popularity and experience in 
| previous managements, we not only wish, but 
| predict, for her a great success. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





Tom.— You will get the Farce at Lacy’s, Strand, or | 
Harris’s, Bow-street. 

. B.— We do not think such an attack a fair one, and 
we must decline to publish it. | 

J. S. W.—Sheridan Knowles is in his 75th year, we | 
believe. | 

H. Grant.— We have no numbers of the year 1855 
you want. You will get them at Lacy’s, Bookseller, | 
Strand, 

HamMuet.—Apply at the Wheatsheaf Tavern, Oxford- | 
st, and ask for Mr. Clark, of the Ellistonian Club. 

J. E.—The Journal was forwarded according to the 
address sent, Please to send the postage-stamps 
(1s.) for a quarter. 

PATERFAMLIAS.— The Gough-street Theatre has 
been closed these five years, and is not likely to be 
opened, 

C.V. G.—The drama of “ Don Casar de Bazan” was 
adapted by Mark Lemon and the late Gilbert 
@ Beckett, from a French piece of the same title. 

G. R. LanGLey.— We very much agree with many of 
your suggestions; that as regards the orchestra, 
however, could never be carried out. However, the 
the article shall have a place the first opportunity, 
although we feel certain no manager will entertain 
your project. 
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SHAKSPEARE anv ANESTHETICS, 
By B. W. W. 
(Continued from page 30.) 

We will not give the rejoinder of Dr. 
Kidd in extenso, as it is not necessary for 
the actual elucidation of the subject, much of 
it being embodied in our reply. He says : 


The reason of having so many references to 
Shakspeare is that his characters are familiar 
to all readers. An able and forcible writer, 
“B. W. W.,” differs from me in my estimate of 
Shakspeare, and looks upon the strikingly beau- 
tiful analysis of mania, sleep, and anethesia, in 
the writings of the Bard of Avon, as a sort of 
accident ; he says we have not any evidence that 
stupefying or anesthetic medicines were known in 
the marvellous age* of the Drakes and Raleighs, 
of James and Elizabeth, &c., &c. Now, Shakspeare 
began to write in 1586, and I have already shown 
that in the poetry of Middleton and the writings 
of Du Bartas, Canappes, and Theodoric, in 1538, 


| 





* We did not say they were not known in the “ age ;”” 
we said in the “armies ;” and in making this obser- 
vation meant rather to imply that anything of the 
kind, if very popular, would ens been extended to | 
the armies in their wars of the “Spurs,” the Flodden 
Field, Pinkey, &c. We likewise kept in view Dr. 
Kidd's original remark—viz., “In the herbs and 
juices of Oberon I cannot help believing there is some 
foreshadowing of CHLOROFORM, or some old incanta- 
tions Or magic NOW FORGOTTEN OR Lost! There is 
nothing else to be inferred from this observation than | 
what it pointedly mentions, 


anesthesia is distinctly referred to; thus Middle- 
ton says: 
“T’ll imitate the pities of old surgeons 


To this lost limb, who, ere they show their art, 
Cast one asleep, then cut the diseased part.” 


There was, in Bacon’s time, an entire set of 
medicines as well known as diaphoretics or anes- 
thetics amongst us—called “ odoraments and suffu- 
migations,” consisting of little bags of mandrake 
(which was a species of belladona) mixed with 
opium and rose leaves to be smelled to. ‘ Odora- 
ments” of vinegar and opium are very common, 
and it is even grimly discussed whether such odo- 
raments may not act as tonics. ‘In fevers, too,” 
says Bacon, “cold odoraments serve to refrigerate 
the brain and the spirits ;” in another place it is 
said, “ Absynthium somnos allicit Olfactu.” 

In the remarks which follow we do not for 
a moment wish to detract one atom from the 
well-earned reputation of Dr. Kidd, but shall 
merely endeavour to substantiate our opinion 
in the matter, which we may be allowed an 
equal license with himself to do. Whether 
it be proved or not that Shakspeare was 
acquainted with chloroform will not in the 
least affect the popularity or efficacy of that 
anesthetic, nor lessen one iota the celebrity 
of Dr, Kidd as one of its ablest administrators. 
The question we opposed was this—that the 
juices of Oberon and Puck had an assimila- 
tion to chloroform; and we endeavoured to 
argue that Shakspeare was not at all indebted 
to anesthetics for the pranks of his fairies, 
and the magic powers with which he armed 
them. Dr. Kidd’s observation was this— 
that he could not “help believing there was 
some foreshadowing of chloroform, or a de- 
scription of some old incantations or magic 
now forgotten or lost” in the plays of Shaks- 
peare. It appears, however, that he would 
now wish to convey the idea—which he did 
not before broach—that the “ ordoraments ” 
and “ suffumigations” of Bacon’s time were 
the inciting cause. These, then, are not 
“ forgotten or lost?” We cannot, however, 
believe we are justified in putting any larger 
construction upon these “ ordoraments” than 
as a species of medicinal perfume: they may 
probably have had some similarity (if the 
term will admit of application) to what are 
now known as anesthetics ; and, even admitting 
the idea that Shakspeare thought anything 
about the business at all (which would be but 
absurd), it could not have been a “fore- 


shadowing,” as Dr. Kidd expresses it, for 


this term would imply the gift of prescience, 


which Dr. Kidd does not wish now to convey, 


however much he may have been in earnest 


, in the remark in the first instance ere it was 
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meddled with. He has shifted the “fore- | “Macbeth” from the quacks, as they were called, 


shadowing” idea somewhat ingeniously, and | 
would make Shakspeare appear a direct 
imitator instead of a prophet, as in the first 
instance. With regard to the suffumigations 
(though it is scarcely worth while to enter 
into their elucidation) they have no similarity | 
in our belief any more than “ odoraments ” 
either to chloroform or Shakspeare. 

Dr. Kidd also believes that the passage 
which he quoted from Middleton goes a great 
way to prove his argument; but we must 
not take for positive history or universal 
practice what poets and satirists have said 
any more than we are supposed to accept 
literally all the details mentioned in the 
“Tliad”’ and “Odyssey” of Homer. Middle- 
ton speaks of imitating the pities of “old 
surgeons,” which leaves us at liberty to suppose 
that he meant something of ancient date, and 
not of his own time ; therefore, if anything, it 
would go to prove that if these same “ pities 
of old surgeons” were actually practised pre- 
vious to his generation, they had been thrown 
aside or discarded by the surgeons of the 
“golden reign.” Dr, Kidd also observes that 
anesthesia is distinctly referred to in 1538, and 
that Shakspeare began to write in 1586, and 
concludes thereby, as we imagine, that Shak- 
speare was also acquainted with these “ pities 
of old surgeons ;” but I believe the most 
authentic accounts affirm Shakspeare’s popu- 
larity as an author to have commenced about 
1590, and continued till 1613. From 1538 
to 1590, at a period like Shakspeare’s, was a 
lapse of time quite sufficient for such things to 
have passed from his notice. However this 
may be, we cannot believe Dr. Kidd’s to be a 
correct theory ; and we do not contend that 
not only were these things accidental to Shak- 
speare, so far as science was concerned (they 
were most certainly not accidental to the pur- 
poses of his plays), but that in the juices of 
Puck and Oberon there really is no actual 
semblance of chloroform. Here is another 
observation :— 

« B. W. W.” says Shakspeare was “too great a 
philosopher and too bold a reasoner ” to believe in 


such things as the adder’s fork, the poisoned en- 
trails, the toad with sweltered venom— 
“Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf, 

Witches’ mummy; maw and gulf 

Of the ravin’d salt sea shark, 

Root of hemlock digged i’ the dark.” 
But is “*B. W. W.” so very sure of that? Now, it 
is a curious thing “Curara” poison at the present 
instant is thus made by a peculiar caste of witches 


we are relieved from thinking it one of his reveries 
or a “ hiccius-doccius”’ at all. 

All we have to say in answer to the inter- 
rogation “Is ‘B. W. W.’ so very sure of 


| that ?” and the manufacture of the “ Curara” 


poison is this :—Various races of Indians and 
Hottentots can do nothing without incantations 
and dance, and we cannot see what confirma- 
tion this is that Shakspeare should have had 
belief in the “ hell-broth” of the witches in 
** Macbeth.” We firmly believe that the 
whole affair of these reveries really are neither 
more nor less than a hiccius-doccius! We 
do not know whether Dr. Kidd intends to 
confine the latter remark to the mummeries 
and incantations practised by the witches on 
the “ blasted heath ” and the pit of Acheron. 
I believe the fact requires little or no authen- 
ticity that Shakspeare derived the story of 
“ Macbeth” from history, as set down by 
Holinshed in his * Chronicles,” from which 
source there is not the least doubt that Shak- 
speare drew for all his historical plays ; and 
for the witchcraft he had no occasion to go 
farther than the superstitions of his own age, 
when it was not considered beneath the dignity 
of its monarch to occupy his regal time in the 
production of an “ Essay on Demonologie,” 
and when to deny that prophetic women and 
weird sisters could not do anything was tanta- 
mount to blasphemy. Middleton also wrote 
a vulgar play called “The Witch,” from 
which At inition might possibly have bor- 
rowed in some degree. If so, he materially 
improved upon it there ; was very plainly no 
occasion to resort to the alchemists. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





Tue pretty summer theatre in the Pré Catelan 
was entirely destroyed on Wednesday night by 
fire, which raged for four hours. 

InsuLt To Mrs. Sz_py.—It appears from a letter 
written by Mr. Charles Selby, that the four young 
men who threw the immortelles at Mrs. Selby, at 
the Strand Theatre, on Friday se’nnight, have all 


.| come forward, and, in a most proper and manly 


manner, made an honourable apology, in which 
they disclaim any intention of premeditated insult 
or disrespect, the throwing of the wreaths being, 
as they then thought, but harmless frolic. 
NaTIoNAL AsszMBLY Rooms, Late CAsINo, Hot- 
BORN.—We are glad to find that Mr. Davis still 
continues to cater for the public in the supply of 
cigars to this establishment ; he being a merchant 
of twenty years’ standing we can always rely upon 
having them of the choicest brand. We should 
therefore recommend smokers to defer purchasing 
until they arrive at his divan in the interior of 





in India, as well pointed out by Claude Bernard ; 


this elegant lounge ; by so doing they will have a 


but, as Shakspeare borrowed the whole play of | treat not often to be met with. 
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MEETING OF THE PROPRIETORS OF 
DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

On Thursday afternoon, the annual meeting 
of the proprietors and renters of Drury-lane 
Theatre was held in the saloon of the esta- 
blishment. Mr. Benjamin Bond Cabbell, 
M.P., F.R.S., was called to the chair, The 
report stated that the receipts of the year, 
adding the balance of £217 11s. 7d. of the 
previous year, amount to £4858 6s. 11d., 
the payments to £4480 19s. ld., leaving a 
balance of £337 7s. 10d. The receipts 
comprise the sum of £4000 for the year’s rent 
paid by the lessee, and a further sum of £155 
paid by him for 31 extra performances. 
The payments comprise the sum _ of 
£1639 1s. 11d., for five quarters’ rent, paid 
to the Duke of Bedford on account of the 
arrears due to his grace, and the sum of 
£1050 paid to the trustees of the new renters. 
The rates, taxes, and all other accounts, with 
the exception of items under £100, had been 

aid up to Christmas. ‘The report of Mr. 
Thomas Marsh Nelson, the architect to the 
proprietors of the theatre, was most satisfac- 
tory. In conclusion, he states that, although 
the theatre has been erected upwards of fitty 
years, it is (with the exception of a few 
matters which are capable of improvement) 
unsurpassed in this country, not only on 
account of its architectural proportions, and 
its adaptation for dramatic performances, but 
for this no less important reason—viz., the 
perfect security that every person may feel, 
whether in pit, boxes, or galleries, in case of 
any sudden alarm or panic. A vote of thanks 
was passed to Mr. E. T. Smith, the lessee, 
for his able management. 





THE “ROUGHS” AT BASS’S. 
To the Editor of Tug Tugatricat JournaL. 


Srr,—In a notice of the performance of 
the Alleyne Dramatic Club, you make a very 
just, and, above all, a very necessary remark, 
with respect to the annoyance and inconveni- 
ence that have to be put up with by respectable 
persons in attending a performance at Bass’s 
Assembly Rooms. I cannot sufficiently testify 
to the truth of your assertions. I have myself 
experienced this annoyance, so far that I have 
been compelled to leave the place in disgust. 
If Mr. Bass would only divide the ground- 
floor of his room into two compartments, and 
term them “front seats” and “ pit,” and the 
members of the Amateur Clubs performing 


| to the social qualities of their friends and ac- 


| quaintances in the distribution of their tickets, 








it would be a material improvement, and add 
to the comfort (a most necessary ingredient to 
the critic) and popularity of his rooms. 

I am, &c. B. W. W. 





VICTORIA THEATRE. 

Last night a new and stirring drama was 
produced here, entitled, “The Lord and 
the Lout.” It is written by Mr. W. H. 
Pitt. We are sorry we cannot go into the 
merits of the plot, which is very interesting, 
and the language is of a superior cast to that 
usually made use of in these descriptions of 
pieces. It is full of interesting situations, 
and the story is well carried out. Mr. 
Rickards has a very good part—a miller 
much beloved; and his manly good- 
heartedness was admirably depicted. He is 
an excellent melodramatic actor. Mr. Pitt 
is supposed to be a nobleman’s son, but turns 
out to be the son of the miller. This actor 
has improved very considerably since we last 
saw him, and his new drama entitles him to 
much credit. The comic parts were particu- 
larly well acted by Messrs. Bradshaw, Yar- 
nold, Howard, and Miss Laport. A young 
lady of the name of Miss E. Honey made her 
first appearance. She possesses a fine figure 
and a pleasing silvery voice. Her person is 
very prepossessing, and she was received by 
the audience most favourably. Her acting 
was unrestrained and ladylike; and there 
can be little doubt of her holding a high posi- 
tion in the drama. She appears young ; 
nevertheless, has a cultivated mind, and acted 
with considerable pathos and ability. She 
was splendidly dressed. She was called for 
with the other principals at the conclusion, 
The drama was perfectly successful, and the 
house was very full. 





A Boy prodigy on the flute will probably be a 
young lion of the London season—Master Drew 
Dean, 10 years of age. He is a pupil of Richard- 
son, and has performed before the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. 

As we have heard many inquiries as to whether 
Mr. Charles Kean would reproduce Byron’s mag- 
nificent tragedy of ‘ Sardanapalus,” we can set 
the doubt at rest, as there is not the least proba- 
bility of so desirous an event taking place. 

Tue Equestrian Circus at Warsaw has been 
destroyed by fire; in a few hours the whole 
building was reduced to ashes. A number of 
stags and “learned” dogs perished in the flames. 
The howls of these poor animals were frightful, 
but it was impossible to get at them. The horses 


there exercise a little more circumspection as | were saved. 
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te r we excesses of our youth are drafts upon our 
Theatrical Gossip, = ace, payable with interest, about thirty years 


| Mr. Aucustus Harris is to be the new lessee of 
. ; sas ? 
_ Sir WitttamM anp Lapy Don are now perform- | a rincess's, st the termination of Mr. C. Kean’s 
ing at the Theatre Royal, Ply mouth. | Tue Tagatre Royar, Wotvernamprton, will open 
Miss Acnges Etswortuy, we believe, proceeds | fora short season, on Monday next, under the ma- 
to New York, Boston, and New Orleans. | nagement of Mr. James Rogers, lessee and manager 
Mr. Hackett is performing his favourite part | of the Theatre Royal, Worcester, Shrewsbury, and 
(but his assumption of which we do not like) of | the Royal Pottery Theatre. The pantomime of 
Sir John Falstaff at Charleston and Chicago. “King Emerald” will be produced on the occa- 
Miss Fanny Kembie has been exercising her | §10- , 
talents in giving some Shakspearian readings at | | DURY Lane.—Mr. Dallas, the United States 
Dodsworth’s Saloon, New York. Minister, and a party of friends, occupied a 
Mr. G- K. D d Miss Goddard private box at this theatre on Wednesday evening, 
PF tay nee es _ a pros a to witness the pantomime of “Robin Hood,” and 
Th i ee ees © Aberdeen | Stirling Coyne’s farce of “Latest from New 
; York,” in which the celebrated comedians, Mr. 
Mr. Cuarves Ditton played at the Wolver- pr "Mine. Barney Williams, performed, re the 
hampton see _ Monday and Tuesday, and | great satisfaction of the distinguished visitors. 
was warmly greeted. ' HayMARKET.—Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mathews 
NewcasTLE THEATRE.—The void created by the | after a successful tour through some of the prin- 
retirement of Mr. John Parry has been supplied | cipal towns in Lancashire, will re-appear at the 
by Mr. German Reed, who, with Mrs. Reed (late | Haymarket Theatre, on Thursday, March 14th. 
iss P. Horton) have established the attractive new comedy, in three acts, by Mr. Stir 
Miss P. H blished th ive | A dy, in thr by Mr. Stirling 
and successful entertainment of the kind of the | Coyne, is in preparation, with characters for Mr. 
day. Charles Mathews, Mr. Buckstone, Mr. W. Farren 
Srarrorp THeaTRE.—The performances have | Mrs. Mathews, Mrs. Wilkins, Mrs. Buckingham 
been attended during the week by large and re- | White, &c. The success of the morning per- 
spectable audiences. Mr. Rogers, formerly lessee | formance of the charming fairy tale and panto- 
of the theatre, on Tuesday and Thursday evenings | Mime of “Undine” has been so great, that an 
took the principal characters in ‘The Lady of extra morning representation of it will be given 

















Lyons” and “Money.” on Thursday next, the 3rd of February, being the 
Deuies 60 Me. Bass Raxen.-We rece wih last time that it can be performed out of the usual 

regret the death of an old and respectable mem- ae 

ber of the theatrical profession. Mr. Basil Baker, 

one of the last remaining actors of the old school, DRAMATIC READINGS 

died somewhat suddenly at his residence in Grove- T THE PENTON ROOMS, 5, Penton-street, 

street, Liverpool, on Tuesday morning, at the age Pentonville, on Monday Evening, February 7th 

of 54. 1859. Mr. A. C. Concanen on this occasion will read 


Dearu or AN ANGLo-AmErIcan Actor.—Francis | from the following Authors:—Sheridan Knowl 
Courtney Wemyss, who was for many years con- =s —- oe = pn —— 
nected with the theatrical profession in the United | ¥'*) Masica’ se roe g pl ras oe 


- at half-past Seven, commence at Eight o’clock 
States, died suddenly on Wednesday, the 4th precisely. Tickets of Admission—Stalls, 2s.,; Double 


January, of apoplexy of the lungs, at his resi- | Tickets, to admit Lady and Gentleman, 3s,; Body of 
dence, in Crosby-street, New York, in the 69th | the Hall, ls.; a limited number of Gallery Stalls, 6d. 
year of his age. The deceased was a native of | Tickets to be had of Mr. A. C. Concanen, 32, Acton- 
London, and came to the United States in the | street, Gray’s Inn-road ; of Mr. James, in the Rooms ; 
year 1522. of Messrs. Beare & Jealous, Gray’s Inn-road (oP 

Mr. Barry Svttivan has been performing ite the Home and Colonial Schools); and at Mr. 


Benedick, Macbeth, King Lear, and Richelieu at | pyuiams’ Library, Bagnigge Wo for ladies and 
Burton’s, New York, with the most favourable gentlemen. 

success. Miss Fanny Morant has also been per- 

forming with him. In connection with Mr. Barry | HOLLOWAWY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS, 
Sullivan’s performance of Lear, Porter’s Spirit of | (\HEST AFFECTIONS.—The universally mild 
the Times makes reference, amongst other things, damp weather fearfully tells on the human 
to an article which appeared some time since in | frame; deteriorating the blood, and producing mor- 
this journal under the head of “ Gallicisms in the | bid results in its reservoir, the lungs. Hence on all 
Australian Drama,” and says, ‘‘Lear we have | sides are we surrounded by bronchitis, pleuris > 
always regarded as a remarkably disagreeable, un- | asthma, consumption ; all of which might be readily 
intelligible play. It is not fit to be presented bs by. sanenes se neees. nies pm gpa he, wheee 
before any audience possessing an average sense press gas aww A to be expelled from the 
of decency and refinement.” Our Yankee con- body. With such means at hand, near health’s own 
temporary then goes on to say that those who fountain, will they groan and die? No! use and be 
scout “ Camille could never have seen acted oF | saved! If the sufferers be listless, let their friends and 
cre yaad, King Loar” A Winters Tao or | rlziven ams a ial of Hallowa's Medsine, whieh 
« Hamlet.” is 1s something much, an work wonders in eve ue, by su & P 
feel bound to give the ‘lie direct” to it! for impure blood, pay the nervous power. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 


(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 


HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “ I] Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Kcenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 
N.B.—The grandest Bal Masqué ever given will 
take place on Thursday, February 3rd. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 


EW ADDITIONS.—The COUNT DE MON- 

TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 

and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 

King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 

from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 

sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 
ved Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 





HIGHBURY BARN. 
Mis AND DANCING every Evening, from 
Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty. Admittance, Is.; on Sundays, by Refresh- 
ment Ticket, 6d. Table d’Héte every Sunday at 
Five o’clock, 2s. each. The three Subscription 
Balls, January 12th, February 12th, and March 16th. 
Stewards of Public Festivals are requested to make 
early application for the Rooms. 





OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 


7 noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 

urities from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
lief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
giving aclear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
ts unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole proprietors 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
mitation. 





A Secret worth Knowing. 


M*® G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 

Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shat-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. Noconnexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attend from 9 till dusk. 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 
Ngee Costumes, and every Requisite can be 
obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 
31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 
Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 


. that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 


jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 
_Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art, 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 

A"; Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the 

Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find 
this Society worthy of notice. The members meet 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance once a 
month; every member will propose a play, and take 
any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. Subscrip- 
tion ls. 6d. per week, including stage dresses. The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c., on reasonable terms. 18, 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. Mr.Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre, 
31, Bow-street. 














To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
e e garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 

= CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 

Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 

ADVERTISEMENT ScaLe.—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps. 


Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 








Printed by J. T. Picksuvan, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Two o’clock, by 
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Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestow; and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick-lane; 
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